[image: image1.jpg]&

£55

Enterprise Tt

Center e




Fact Sheet

Sole Proprietors

·  In 2004 there were 424,172 sole proprietors in Massachusetts, defined as business owners who work alone, or may work with other sole proprietors and/or wage and salary employees. 

· In 2004 there were 49,494 sole proprietors in Essex County.

Micro-Businesses

· In 2004 there were 94,393 micro-businesses with four or fewer wage and salary employees in Massachusetts.

· In 2004 there were 10,166 micro-businesses in Essex County or 55% of the total number of business establishments not including sole proprietors.

Job Creation

· 35% of all net new jobs in Massachusetts and 39% of all net new jobs in Essex County between 1994 and 2004 came from micro-businesses (defined as those with less than five wage and salary employees) and sole proprietors.

· In 2004 over 50% of businesses in Essex County and in Massachusetts were micro-businesses (not including sole proprietors).  When sole proprietors are included, small businesses account 88% of all business establishment in Essex County and 86% in the state as a whole.

· Micro-businesses and sole proprietors together employ about 30% of all non-government workers in Massachusetts and Essex County.

New England and United States

· The United States had 31,322,500 proprietors (including farmers) in 2004. This was 18.4 % of all US employment. 
· New Hampshire  had 165,722 proprietors in 2004 including farmers which was 20.2 % of all NH employment.. 
